Late entry into prenatal care: the neighborhood context.
This study investigated individual and neighborhood factors associated with late entry into prenatal care. Data from 220,694 New York City birth certificates were linked with data from the 1990 census and other secondary sources to determine the effect of women's individual characteristics and their neighborhood context on timing of prenatal care entry. Results indicate that 15 percent of New York City's pregnant women entered prenatal care late and that residence in a distressed urban neighborhood significantly increased the risk of late initiation, even in a model controlling for individual risk factors. Implications for social workers include the importance of outreach and case management for pregnant women, the value of health and social policies targeting distressed urban neighborhoods, and the need to ensure that Medicaid managed care implementation fosters use of prenatal care. The findings also underscore the importance of continuing to strive for a policy that ensures lifelong universal access to health care.